
Tackling deadly diseases in 
Africa (TDDA) is working with the 
Cameroonian government on the 
National Action Plan for Health 
Security. As a key part of this plan, 
TDDA funds and provides expert help 
to ensure that health monitoring and 
evaluation is in line with the WHO’s 
International Health Regulation (IHR) 
standards. These standards guide 
countries working together to respond 
to public health risks that have the 
potential to cross borders and threaten 
lives worldwide. 

We’re helping Cameroon save lives by 
ensuring the government has the data 
it needs to respond quickly to disease 
outbreaks before they become 
epidemics or pandemics. The National 

Public Health Observatory Cameroon’s 
focal point for adherence to the IHR, 
with responsibilities that include 
disease surveillance and managing 
Points of Entries to the country. 

TDDA is making sure that key staff 
of the Observatory have up-to-date 
knowledge to make Cameroon’s health 
security more robust. A 2-day course, 
developed and organised by TDDA, 
trained staff including epidemiologists 
and disease surveillance experts on 
the use of computer software which 
supports health monitoring. Thanks to 
this initiative, several elements of the 
IHR, including disease surveillance 
and vaccination, are now effectively 
monitored and evaluated in Cameroon. 
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COVID RESPONSE: 

In Cameroon, TDDA is supporting 
the scale-up of COVID-19 diagnostic 
activities and has widened access to 
free testing services beyond the capital 
Yaoundé to six high-risk regions. This 
work, in partnership with the Centre 
Pasteur du Cameroun, has brought a 
major improvement in case detection, 
identifying 23.7% of Cameroon’s 21,000 
confirmed infections as of September 
2020. In parallel, TDDA is also recruiting 
and training laboratory personnel. 



For more information go to:

tacklingdeadlydiseasesinafrica.org 

or email:  
omer_njajou@dai-tddap.org

Surveillance allows governments to 
detect disease outbreaks, allowing  
us to intervene before a deadly  
epidemic occurs. 

Effective surveillance can save countless 
lives – but it depends on front-line 
staff being able to collect high quality, 
comparable and consistent data. That’s 
why TDDA is working to improve 
surveillance capacity in Cameroon – and 
in order improve, you first need to know 
where you stand. 

We worked with the Ministry of Public 
Health to evaluate Cameroon’s disease 
surveillance system through a major 
survey of health districts – we managed 
to include 184 out of 189 districts. 

This was backed up by a field audit to 
triangulate the survey’s findings. TDDA 
assisted Ministry staff to examine key 
factors including: 

• the presence and  
completeness of reports 

• understanding the case  
definition of main diseases 

• community participation  
in surveillance

The survey and audit revealed 
encouraging findings, especially the 
high level of community participation. 
Over 80% of districts and health centres 
engage their communities in possible 

case identification, and in spreading  
information. We also learned about focus  
areas where we need to invest funds and  
expertise to strengthen Cameroon’s 
disease surveillance system. 

Our first step now is to work with 
government officials on processing 
the analysis. Then we’ll work with all 
stakeholders to develop and implement 
a plan to make surveillance more robust 
at all levels of the health system.  

Thanks to technical support from TDDA, 
disease surveillance in Cameroon is 
constantly improving. This is a major step 
forward for the lives and livelihoods of 
Cameroon’s citizens.
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TACKLING DEADLY DISEASES IN 
AFRICA PROGRAMME

TDDA tackles the systemic causes of health insecurity, not just 
the symptoms. Instead of responding to emergencies after they 
hit, we help equip countries to manage disease outbreaks and 
other health threats before they become public health crises. 
Epidemics are a global threat, killing millions of people each year. 
Strong health systems need strong institutions, infrastructure, 
surveillance systems, and well-trained and equipped staff. Without 
them, disease outbreaks can quickly become epidemics, which 
devastate lives and livelihoods.  

TDDA WORKS IN SIX COUNTRIES

TDDA works with governments and communities, empowering 
them to achieve their own ambitions for improving health security. 
We provide technical expertise and targeted operational support 
through experts on the ground in Cameroon, Chad, Côte d’Ivoire, 
Mali, Niger and Uganda.

Omer Njajou,  
Country coordinator, Cameroon

In Côte d’Ivoire, emergency 
COVID-19 training for over 600 
community-based medical staff 
was provided by the Ministry of 
Health and Public Hygiene, with 
support from TDDA. Training was 
centred on the city of Abidjan, 
where the COVID-19 pandemic 
has hit the hardest.

SUPPORTING DISEASE SURVEILLANCE: AN ESSENTIAL 
WEAPON IN THE FIGHT AGAINST EPIDEMICS

http://www.tacklingdeadlydiseasesinafrica.org

